Building a Classroom
of Writers

Create a blueprint for writing success
with these sasy-to-use ldeas!

Lay the Foundation

Chocee from the suggestions on pages 1012 o establish a class
writing routing complete with helphul toals for your young authors!

GCamera, Writing!

Giva the wiiling process a staming rale! Tithe a sep-
arate poster-size sheat of paper kor aach stage of the
wiriling procass used in your classmom. Add brlel axpla-
neaticns of e stages and then ambsallizh the posiens
with star eutouts. Dieplyy the postans slde by alde in
consacutive crder. Then outline the posters with a film-
lie border, and edd “Teke® labsats and a tiled dirscior's
board as shown. Explain o gtudanits that maoviemaking
inralves many takes, with a directaor making decisions
and changes ai each stage in the process. Foint out that
many authors use & similar procass when they wita.
Ciract shudants’ attention i the display and review the
staps it outines, Encourage youngsiers o use the display
s | writing guide. Studsnt witing that sams rave raviews
is 5uUre o ba tha result|

P S raon—Gr, 2
Drvvis Drive Elemesntany
Ape, NG

Sat the stage for first-rete writing with this lierabure-besed ideal Reed aloud Marc

Brown's Arthur Wiitss g Staryc In this installment of the Arthur Adveniure sanes, the
balevad aardvark gains a new perspective about what makes a greal stary. At the con-
clusion of the book, prompt discussion aboul why Arthur's pet story is betier recerned
than his more cutlandish tale. Mext, display a pmbo ksttie-shaped cutout labaled
“Soup-ar’ Wnting.” Have students brainsiorm qualities of sxcellant wiiting, such as
vivid datails ar a baginning that hooks readians, Aecond their ideas on the cutaw, To
encourage further exploration of thesa qualiies, place an empty recipe box and a
supply of blank recipe cards near the posier, When a youngster reads a boak that
axemplifies onae of fa listed qualiies, hava her desaribe on 4 card haw tha qualify
was shown, wiite the book fitke, and then daposit the card in the recipe box, On a
designated day each week, share any newly deposited cards with siugenis. Then
pasl the cards arsund the cutoul. Mol anly will students becoms bathar wrilers, bul
they 1l also became more thoughtiul resdars|

Sonin Armsirong—GEe. 2, Thomas J. Lahey Elamentan: Greaniawn, MY



It's & snap ko manage & witars' workshop with thess two colorul displays!|

Pocket Chart: 'Write sach siudent's name on a separate 1° x 3" card. Arrange
the cards behind the dear plastic pockets of a store-bought pocket chart so
thit every name is visible. Designate a differant color for aach stage of the
writing procaes and then cut a dass supply of 3° x 3° cards for each color.
Store the cards as shown, placing a labsled card in the front of sach stack 1o
miake a color key, Instruct aach student to uck a blank card of the appropriaie
colar behind his name o ndicaie whera he is in the wniing process.

Kathleen Gilin—Gr. 2, Cold Spring Elsmentary, Doesiown, PA

Clotheapdin Lineup: For sach stage of the writing process, label a colorfl
4" x 12" poster board rectangle and laminaba it for durability. Also prepare a
poster board rectangle labaled *I'm Stuck! to use when shudents want teach-
& guidance. Attach the top of sadh rectangle to the sdge of a shelf or anather
aooessible location that allows for clothespins to be clipped along the batiom
of the recitangles. Have each youngster clip a personalized clathespin on tha
rectangle that raflects his current stage in the wiling process,

<anniter Beons—5r 3
Bethed Elementary School
Blesthed, P

Seasonal
This seasanal digplay doubles as a
ool Lse yarm lengths b divide a bulletin Board s
three cobumne; tike them as shown. Label a ssparats
saasanal cboul fof sach siudent. Lzs pushping o mek
thee subate in the Brst column. Duning a class writ-
ing session, il a siudent s making headway with har
work and doss not need teacher guidancs, she laaves
hir cutout in the finst column. i she wanis to mest for
teacher feadback or armangs o shars her work with
the class. she maves her cutout to the appropisate
columin. (Ba sure the student understands that she
should continua writing—=aither on the curent pisce o
a ners one=—whila she waits for a urn.} After a young-
ster meats or sharas, she retums her cutout to the first
column. A quick lock at the beard reveals who neads
teacher assistancal
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