Hera's a bumper crop of harvast aclivies just ripe”
for your autumn classroom.
idaas by Rasa Audat and Kathy Wall

Gather in the Harvesl 2
Uising reference materials, researching local crop production

Harvesttirme brings o mind many images—Indian oo, yellow aguash, orange pumpking, and
bushels of criep, juicy apples. Introduce your students to harvesttime by reading the classic Aufwmn
Harvast by Alin Tressel. Ask studsnts what they think of when they hear “harvsst” Explain that the
arvas happans when crops ane ready 1o e gatherad

Many crops—out nat all—are harveated in the fall, Ask students to hypothesize why diferant
crops ars ready to harvest at different times. Have older students use encyclopedias and other
reference books to find cut when major crops are harvested in their own state. Call your local
Agricultural Extension Sarvics for additional information abowt crops growm in your area. As a class,
midke 2 list of crops along with the ronths in which farmes rvest them. I possitde, ask a larmes
to describe what harvesttime means to him, Are hia crops hanvested by machines or picked by fleld
hands? Help students conclude that harvestime means hand worke When crops are ready and the
waathar is ight, farmars and halpars may work into ths night 1 gathar in the harvsst

We're Harvesting

Good Books!
FPromaoting an enjoyment of books

Ta create an Ootober readingdncentive bulletin
board, enlarge one copy of the scarecrow pattern
and six copias of thes basket pattern on pages 10
Caalar and cut out the scarecrow and mount it on
the bednd, Program th Bhskels and cut 461 in
them as ahown. Create a border of dried corn
husks or twisted papsr and com cutouts. Add the
tiths "We're Harvesting Good Books!” Duplcate
The corm paitern an page 11 Tor aach siuden
A each student finishes a book, hawve him fill in
the information on an ear of corn and slip it inte
a basket,

Ta vary the display, changs the titks to "Somes-
thirg 10 Crow Aboutl” and display students” good
work. Or change the title 1o “We're All Ears for
Wiwels." Label the baskets with vowels. Program
24 ears of corn with wards of piciures for sh
danls o match, Laminate both Baskals and oorm
for durability, Place the com cutouts in a basket
near the board. Studenis choose sars of com
and place the sars in the comect basksts,




king Corn =
Recognizing similarities and differences,
identifying corn products

Find out why com iz king when it comes to
farming in America. Display foods such as com
chips, com cargal, cofm an the cobs, pOBcom, cannad
corn, commeal, corn bread, conn sy, and com all,
Discuss the similanties and differences among thess
Toods. Explain that all of thess foods coms from tha
CEarn s,

T share com facts with your atudents, make
elght corn cutouts (see the pattern and note on page
11} and label sach with one of the following facts:

« Caorn is the most abundant grain in the: Weastaern

Frmisphane

+ Thar Unibed States produces mone than hall tue com

growen in the world,

+  Koatof he com is grown in tha Com Bizh,

= Mathee Amesicans grew camn lang belare

Columibua arnved.
= The kinds of corm grown teday ane impraved for
Blgger and batier harvesta,

= Mosiol the com grown leday is Reld com used io

fead lvestook,

= Corm s planted in long, straight rews b make it

eapier o harvest.

= Corm not fed to animals i mede inte ether producta

n mills,

Miount the corn culows on & bullstin board and
provicle aach studant with & Bk copy, Hivve aach
sludent st 2% many Corn prodects &% he can find on
hlz pattermn. Students can read (abels at home or in
grocenys stores. (Examples include ceresal, symip,
cornstarch, and oil, as wall as ketchup, candias,

Kol GO, marganme, and sausnge,) Have siudants
cut cart and color thedr ears and add them 1o the
board.

From Field 1o Feasl =
Sequencing steps to plant and harvest corn
For a fascinating socal studes lesson, follow the

journey of corn from the fleld to the table, Read
aloud Corm Bait Hanesst by Raymond Bial. Have
studants kxcate the Com Belt on a map of tha
Lnited States. Then reviaw the steps in the planting
and harvesting of corn,

To prepare, maks one copy of the corn pattem
on pags 11, mask oul thes words, and duplicats ten
Gairg Of Gorm, Golor and cul cin the ears, then pring
each semence below on an ear. Laminate the ears
and place them in a basket, Provide ten clip
clothespins and help students clip the sars in order
of @ ling below the chalkboand,

A hiuge rackar pulls a disk 1o break up the sall.
The farmer loads a planter with seed com.

By lata spring, young corn plamls sproul.

By July, the cam may be Thesd-hgh.”

ir rubamn, the graen kaaves urn light brown,

In late fal. machines colled combinas pick. ahuck,
and shell the aars.

Combines undoad the corn inte frucks or wagons.
Thea caarm ke shored in grain edayatons.

Train cars take the com to mills and processing
plants,

10, At the mils. com is made inka corn procuces,

o o

ol

Yo may wish 1o placs the laminated sars and
an answer Kay in a baskel 1 4 leaning certer
for indivicual sequencing practice, As a follow-ug
activity, assist students in preparing corn bread
from a mix. Ssrve it warm with butisr as you réview
e staps Prom ekl 1o fass!



