m Is for Alligator!
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There’s an Alligator Under _ng,-l#m
My Bed 7

Witten and Ilusirated by Mercer Mayer

4 litthe boy knows there is an alligator under his bed,
but his parents can't see it! 5o he decides to take mafters
info his own hands. Youngsters are sure fo rest easier afer
watching this litile boy triumph over the alligator, which Is
lured out fram under the bed with a tempting frail of Ireals!

reptiles? Mope! But everyone is afroid of some-
thing! Howve youngsters discuss common fears with
this simple prereading adivity. Encourage students to
name some common fears, such os snokes, monsiers,
spiders, and the dark. Then ask them whether alliga-
tors might be considerad scary. After youngsters share
thair thoughts about alligalors, explain thet the story
you're about to read 15 about a little boy who finds o
wiy to get rid of an aligator. Then hove youngstars get
recidy for an entertaining read-alowd.

T g Places

Thea cilligertor in the slory choosas o hide undar o bed. But an
imaginary aligotor might show up onywhere! Have youngsiers
bronstorm other locotions for the oligator with this dass book. To
begin, ask students where an Imaginary alligator might be found,
such asin o coset, under a sink, or in a garage. Then give each
child a sheet of 12° x 18" white construction paper kabeled with the
prompt shown, Hove each youngster complete the prompt and
drow a picture o maftch. Then bind the poges together with a cover
tithed “Where s the Alligator?” Read the completed book o your
youngsters before plading it in your independent reading center,
Lifthea ones are sure to snap up this reading choloe!
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A-a-alligator Armor
Recognizing fhe short A sound

Yourgsters supply this aligator with its distinctive bony plates and
practics the shor & sound of the sarme lime! Cul frorm grean bilketin
boord poper o lorge alligotor shope and tope it to o fobletop, Moke
a graen consiruction poper copy of the picture cards on page 6. Cut
the cords opart ond then place them near the oligator cutout, A smaoll
group of children visits the tabde, and each child, in fum, chooses
a cand. Sha says the narme of The picture and identifies wiethar it
contains the short A sound. f it does, she places the card on the
alligator's back If it doesn, she ploces the cord n a separate |
pibe. The children continue unlil all the cards hove been chosen_ |
For more practice with the short 4 sound, have each child /
complete a copy of poge 7. f

How would your youngsters get rid of alligators under their beds?
You'll find cut when students proctice wriling skills with this crafty alli-
gator] Gother the supplies below and then guide eadh youngster through
’ the directions shown to make an alligator. When the alligator ks dry, write
the promipt shown on its snout. Help each studant wiite o senfence on

the oligator's fongue fo compliete the promgt. Go away, alligabor!

Supplies: Sedup:

hate pundher gl Hiae- punch the adge of ane
2 grean consincion poper hands Pacs 3 2. paper ups alligaior head o3 shown. T
lergth of white yam Qreer fempens poirt keap the yarn from being pulled
SCIES0TS parifbnsh through while locing, e an and
slapler 2 wihie conafruction papsar eypes of the lengdh of wann o the first
pink corsiruction poper longue bikock markar hle.

1. Lioew fhe yamm theough the bales in the haod cutau.
{Me the remairing =nd to the hast hal: and clip off
oy encing o

2. Glue the tongue ko the ramaining heod cusout.

{5kmple the cubauts Bogether o moks on wpper ond

0 lowweer i

Poirt the cups green. Allcw the poind 1o dry.

Use e maorker bo drow pupds on the ayas. Then

e 1

glva on aye b each cup,
5. Gue the cups o tha haod. 5t the project osida
o dry.
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